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Director, stars of Aurora Theatre’s ‘Actually’ discuss
significance of consent
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Content warning: Sexual violence

Anna Ziegler’s “Actually” tells the story of Amber and Tom, two
freshmen at Princeton University who go home together after a
party. In the morning, when the drunken haze is gone, Amber is
no longer sure if what happened between them was consensual.
The two characters then present their sides of the story to the
school board — and the audience — at a hearing after the incident.

Having originally co-premiered in 2017 at the Geffen Playhouse in
Los Angeles and the Williamstown Theatre Festival in
Massachusetts, “Actually” has made its way to Berkeley and will
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42nd Street Moon’s ‘Fiorello!’
smartly recaps the political scene
in postwar New York and the
accomplishments of New York
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia

1-man show ‘F*ck Tinder’ dives
into messy reality of online dating

History is (still) happening at
Orpheum Theatre in 3rd
‘Hamilton’ tour

make its Bay Area premiere at the Aurora Theatre Company on
March 8. The production’s director, Tracy Ward, is guiding the
two young lead actors, Michael A. Curry and Ella Dershowitz, as
the central pair, Tom and Amber.

With only two characters in the script, and with the nature of the
show’s discussion of consent, the plot takes on a he-said-she-said
structure.

“The text is presented in what seems to be a presentational way,”
Curry said in an interview with The Daily Californian. “It’s just
two characters telling the audience about the incident that occurs
within the show.”

Despite taking on a literal depiction of a he-said-she-said
occurrence, as the play is composed of dialogue between Amber
and Tom and their statements to the audience, Dershowitz thinks
there is more to the dynamic.

“It’s a he said, she said but also a he said this because of the
context that nobody else has. It shows you all of the different
layers beneath the he said, she said. Personally, I am torn in two
directions,” Dershowitz said. “You want to believe both of them so
badly.”

Sexual violence and consent are complicated issues reflected upon
college campuses across the country. In the early stages of the
rehearsal process, the director and actors were visited by a Title
IX caseworker — Title IX is part of the Education Amendments of
1972, and it holds colleges accountable for any sexual violence
that occurs on their premises, requiring disciplinary hearings for
the incidents. The visit strengthened their understanding of
sexual violence on campuses and, thus, their understanding of the characters and the plot of
“Actually.”
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“I think it changed everything, in a way,” Ward said. “I didn’t reinterpret the play, but (the
interaction) deepened my interpretation. I could better understand the world the writer wanted to
bring about — the world of consent.”

A campus’s policy on sexual violence is just one of the external factors at play in the script’s plot. The
characters also deal with societal expectations involving gender and race. Amber, a white woman, is
accusing Tom, a Black man, of rape — this narrative isn’t new, and, upon hearing the racial and
gender dynamics, one may jump to conclusions — consciously or not. The actors are aware of the
historical weight surrounding this narrative, and their awareness shines through in their nuanced
performances. They are also aware of the complex natures of their characters — a complexity that
will challenge any preconceived notions that audiences may bring to the table.

“You have a Black man and a white woman and, off the bat, when you see that combination, you
have your judgment of what happened just because of the images of society,” Curry said. “I think it
may shock some audience members, the crass way that Amber approaches race … but I think it
comes from a true naïveté.”

Dershowitz agrees with Curry on the character of Amber, who, given the racial politics of the court
case, is still firmly aware that she found herself in a sexual situation that she wasn’t fully comfortable
with.

“I think she’s the kind of person who likes to stand up for people who aren’t being treated fairly, and
that applies to both Tom and herself here,” Dershowitz said. “It makes for a really difficult struggle
for her, being pitted against someone who she would otherwise probably want to be defending.”

Despite all of the complexity on both sides, the hearing comes down to Amber’s and Tom’s accounts
— which, in and of themselves, revolve heavily around one word: “actually.” This word, specifically
Amber’s use of it during her encounter with Tom, sparks a much larger conversation about the
characters’ differing definitions of consent.  Beyond this, “actually” also acts as a revolving point for
the play’s dialogue and action.

“It’s an interesting word, isn’t it?” Ward said. “It’s interesting because we’re defining it in a way —
what does it mean to people? When it’s used, we use it as a delineation point — ‘actually, it’s not like
this’ or ‘actually, this is what I think.’ It’s always the conversational turning point, in some way. I feel
like (Ziegler) might be pointing at the fact.”
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“Actually” — the word — is already a foggy focal point for the characters’ stories, but all of the other
details only make the situation foggier. Character backstories are juxtaposed alongside the details of
their encounter. And the most impactful element of this story may be that it all comes down to
opinions — of the hearing board and of the audience.

“The most important (aspect) is our examination of sexual dynamics, consent and the cost,” Ward
said. “The audience has to decide who they believe, which is, I think, where (Ziegler) wants to leave
it. It’s a really big issue right now and deserves a lot of thought and conversation, and that’s where
the audience is left.”

Contact Nikki Munoz at nmunoz@dailycal.org.

 actually, anna ziegler, ella dershowitz, michael a. curry, Tracy Ward
3 friends like this

Daily Cal Arts & EntertDaily Cal Arts & EntertDaily Cal Arts & Entert………
1.8K likes1.8K likes1.8K likesLike Page

Health & Human Research | Sponsored

What Happens to Your Body if You Eat Ginger Every Day?

History Nut | Sponsored

96-Year-Old Puts Her House For Sale. Look How It
Looks Inside

Read Next Story

javascript:window.print()
http://facebook.com/dailycal
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailycal.org%2F2019%2F03%2F07%2Fdirector-stars-of-aurora-theatres-actually-discuss-significance-of-consent%2F&screen_name=dailycal
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/feed/
mailto:nmunoz@dailycal.org
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/actually/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/anna-ziegler/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/ella-dershowitz/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/michael-a-curry/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/tracy-ward/
https://www.facebook.com/jon.tracy.94
https://www.facebook.com/sfcw.ellee
https://www.facebook.com/pearsonclaire0
https://www.facebook.com/dailycalarts/
https://www.facebook.com/dailycalarts/
https://www.facebook.com/dailycalarts/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CMrY8SoCBXJ2vIYe9ogbBv7boD8La4bBNx4eCz_oD96XHwwMQASC6vvAWYMmW0YaAgKAZoAGW6bb8A8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBO0BT9A_5diw0AXqOpjqXjE9xhZ2U7uQAJWoiNnP2J9gQqm0kt9Nwid07H2LBDP6F4LsfuGzYx92BXbR0sPr5KQxf82xciqK0TLEaUqwL4a__gUXE86t6O_gw9rhvh114vIJXBzb_xaLzMLVtTTQGKVED3NYiQgPtjkSAZ5Lr1lAOl_RoTXf_R2I6QhWI7xjEX3jQ7JYavFhgEWba0qw8UZdAuhYxJb5RRQq3IHxWL-5XP9XPeGMieeS8cNnClK0hzRLzHmd3d9vDiGDq9a0zU6pHOZFHqTj3zJ8IuNGIH7AHEHdnTKb7E5LjHS9T8XtoAYCgAfSlskDqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHqAaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgA8ggfYmlkZGVyLXhhcGk6MTU3MTYyOkJ2WFVJUHoySkFfb7EJelxOmh_kpoCACgQ&ae=1&num=1&pr=8:FE29344501459C15&cid=CAASEuRoS8itwop6J1xcRLihBQwzDw&sig=AOD64_1yL7ziy7HUnTX_ffI-qD75tLszsQ&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&adurl=https://www.psprint.com/%3F%26cid%3D%26s_kwcid%3DMARIN_16206%7Cmkwid%7CcnfiayKe7%7Cpcrid%7C148636720212%7Cpdv%7Cc%7Cpkw%7C%7Cpmt%7C%7C%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMInfzFvvDw4AIVh57ICh3Bnw39EAEYASAAEgKon_D_BwE
http://hhdresearch.org/if-you-eat-ginger-every-day/?utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=332_hhd_ginger_world&utm_content=171730951
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CfjuUSYCBXLbMD9Sh9AOBr6qYC_X7ysxVuoOYzJoJovuszKINEAEg25L3AWDJltGGgICgGaABp_CO1APIAQKoAwHIA8kEqgSAAk_QciOrRtiMqJeJF9uqrsaTFg-4DTN9ij1Xfeu8NeXF5w-tJpMRoeUD2oeriTV7rN4qVoBr-xR9BqmFolUzUb9LtS4U5kVTu1pQqLq3up6GQwI23EHD2T0GED3cc5u_xzY-8Wwbd6nbgfbC2M-14GSKv-boV_WqXw-NpIknPwAI1pst6hH42jnE6GBW4lLg_fozu9pCcxnMCxgvsfcgehlKuDWh0br7kNfdZdeundcavoCr1gyrSNPA0JbbfBRaSB8nc0qgJ_ANFTS0Ih2T3GBiIUOtCrR0jD2-1FkvR7JjQCHZPTrv4MR7TDSERSeK6296JH17gSy91s4Thi9Q_nCgBgKAB8GP8SuoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAKxCc2F7spuvofQgAoB2BMC&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRogHKIHpAkfwan2SXX07sx7Q&sig=AOD64_3QSbJT5YK-vA3j-7fURnRd2VvUAg&client=ca-pub-3630262403563959&adurl=https://www.sfplayhouse.org/sfph/2018-2019-season/yoga-play/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9pT3vfDw4AIV1BB9Ch2BlwqzEAEYASAAEgI7T_D_BwE
http://www.historynut.com/after-living-in-the-same-home-for-72-years-two-realtors-help-a-96-year-old-woman-unveil-history/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=dailycal-dailycal&utm_campaign=1905927&utm_campaign_widget=1905927-dailycal-dailycal
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=blend-next-up-a:Next%20Up:


Themescurated Buzz | Sponsored

Dario Health | Sponsored

6 Peach Setting Powders That Will Give You a Natural-Looking Glow!

This Tiny Glucose-Meter Changes Everything > Special Offer 50%
Discount

Health & Human Research | Sponsored

7 Foods to Avoid For An Underactive Thyroid Diet

Type in your name and wait 8 seconds. It's crazy what this site reveals
about people.

Show More Comments

History Nut | Sponsored

96-Year-Old Puts Her House For Sale. Look How It
Looks Inside

Read Next Story

https://buzz.themescurated.site/6-peach-setting-powders-that-will-give-you-a-natural-looking-glow/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%203:
https://intro.mydario.com/DarioGlucoseMeter/dario.php?tid=taboola.cpm.HF_20190217hfDesktop.http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fefc5d18aeaaf9b9b7f6b55c7a578033b.jpg&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=HF_20190217hfDesktop&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fefc5d18aeaaf9b9b7f6b55c7a578033b.jpg&utm_term=dailycal-dailycal
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%203:
http://hhdresearch.org/worst-foods-for-thyroid/?utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=285_hhd_worstfoodsthyroid_us&utm_content=167241209
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:
https://tracking.truthfinder.com/?a=102&oc=27&c=396&subtheme=&s1=CM-Fashion&s2=AG-Desktop&s3=CRE-LauraNeck+TypeinYourName&s4=LP-396&s5=&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.historynut.com/after-living-in-the-same-home-for-72-years-two-realtors-help-a-96-year-old-woman-unveil-history/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=dailycal-dailycal&utm_campaign=1905927&utm_campaign_widget=1905927-dailycal-dailycal
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=blend-next-up-a:Next%20Up:


NEWS
ASUC
Campus
City
Crime & Courts
Obituary
Research &
Ideas
State
UC
Election 2018

Men’s
Baseball
Basketball
Crew
Cross Country
Football
Golf
Gymnastics
Rugby
Swim
Tennis

Women’s
Basketball
Field Hockey
Golf
Gymnastics
Lacrosse
Softball
Swim
Tennis
Track & Field
Volleyball

SPORTS A&E
Columns
Film & Television
Literature
Music
Theater
Visual Art
Comedy

OPINION
Editorials
Op-Eds
Letters to the
Editor
Columns
Editorial
Cartoons
The Soapbox
Sex on Tuesday
Cal in Color

MULTIMEDIA
Arts
Blog
News: Campus
Sports

FEATURED
Editor’s Picks
Awards
Special Issues
The Weekender
Gameday
Best of Berkeley
Daily Cal Archive
Editors’ Blog

BLOGS
The Daily Clog
Eating Berkeley
Travel
A&E
Bear Bytes
Strikeout
Photo tumblr

T thFi d S b i ti | S d

TipsSign | Sponsored

9 Foods That Can Worsen High Blood Pressure When Consumed
Excessively!

My Smart Gadgets | Sponsored

The Official List of the Hottest Gadgets in 2018. Get It Before T…

The Daily Californian

The Daily Californian

Community meeting debates future of Pacific Steel Casting site

Power ranking: The 5 most annoying people when you're taking a
midterm

History Nut | Sponsored

96-Year-Old Puts Her House For Sale. Look How It
Looks Inside

Read Next Story

http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/campus/asuc/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/campus/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/city/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/crime-and-courts/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/obituary-news/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/campus/research-and-ideas/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/state/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/uc/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/election-2018/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/baseball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/mens-basketball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/mens-crew/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/cross-country/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/football-fall-sports/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/mens-golf/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/mens-gymnastics/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/rugby/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/mens-swim-and-dive/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/mens-tennis/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/womens-basketball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/field-hockey/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-golf/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/womens-gymnastics/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/lacrosse/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/softball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/womens-swim-and-dive/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-tennis/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/track-and-field/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/volleyball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/art-columns/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/film-and-television/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/music/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/theater/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/visual-art/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/comedy-arts/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/editorials/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/op-eds/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-columns/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/cartoons/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-columns/sex/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-columns/cal-in-color/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/arts-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/projects-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/multimedia-newscampus/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/sports-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/editors-picks/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/awards/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/special-issues/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/weekender/
http://www.dailycal.org/gameday/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/best-of-berkeley/
http://newsprint.dailycal.org/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/editors/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/clog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/food-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/travel/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/arts-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/bearbytes/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/grammar/
http://takingshotsdc.tumblr.com/
https://tracking.truthfinder.com/?a=102&oc=27&c=396&subtheme=&s1=CM-Fashion&s2=AG-Desktop&s3=CRE-LauraNeck+TypeinYourName&s4=LP-396&s5=&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%205:
http://fitness.tipssign.com/9-foods-that-can-worsen-high-blood-pressure-when-consumed-excessively/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%205:
https://track.smarterbraintrk.com/66ee9bde-fedd-4892-84c5-59501ac0431c?campaignid=1490990&site=dailycal-dailycal&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F8041adfac7b8a5982c720877b46b692e.jpeg&title=The+Official+List+of+the+Hottest+Gadgets+in+2018.+Get+It+Before+The+Rush&campaignitemid=141911152&siteid=1155624&clickid=CjAzM2U0OWFlMy03ZGYyLTQ2MTQtOGRiYS02ZDQwM2Q1OWU3MTgtdHVjdDM3NzBjY2ESD215Y29obmV0d29yay1zYw
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%206:
http://www.dailycal.org/2019/03/06/community-meeting-debates-future-of-pacific-steel-casting-site/
http://www.dailycal.org/2019/03/05/power-ranking-the-5-most-annoying-people-when-youre-taking-a-midterm/
http://www.historynut.com/after-living-in-the-same-home-for-72-years-two-realtors-help-a-96-year-old-woman-unveil-history/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=dailycal-dailycal&utm_campaign=1905927&utm_campaign_widget=1905927-dailycal-dailycal
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=blend-next-up-a:Next%20Up:


Notes from the
Field

Water Polo Water Polo

DONATEWE'RE AN INDEPENDENT, STUDENT-RUN NEWSROOM. MAKE A DONATION TO SUPPORT OUR COVERAGE.

Copyright © 2019 The Daily Californian, The Independent Berkeley Student Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Privacy Policy. Mobile site.

History Nut | Sponsored

96-Year-Old Puts Her House For Sale. Look How It
Looks Inside

Read Next Story

http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/news-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/mens-water-polo/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-water-polo/
http://donate.dailycal.org/donate/
http://www.dailycal.org/privacy/
http://www.dailycal.org/2019/03/07/director-stars-of-aurora-theatres-actually-discuss-significance-of-consent/?presentation=mobile
http://www.historynut.com/after-living-in-the-same-home-for-72-years-two-realtors-help-a-96-year-old-woman-unveil-history/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=dailycal-dailycal&utm_campaign=1905927&utm_campaign_widget=1905927-dailycal-dailycal
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailycal-dailycal&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=blend-next-up-a:Next%20Up:

